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Biographies: 

Alexey Fominykh graduated from Mari State University with a diploma in History (1996) and he also 
possesses a Kandidat degree in Political Science from the N.I. Lobachevski State University of Nizhniy 
Novgorod (2003). His research interests are in the field of public and cultural diplomacy, international 
education, and international security studies. Since 2004 he has been teaching courses in International 
Relations at Mari State University. Fominykh is also the Head of the International Office of Mari State 
University. In 2007 he was a Fulbright Scholar in the United States within the Russian International 
Education Administrators Program (RIEA). Fominykh is also involved in Russian and international 
networking projects on the methodology of teaching and research in International Studies, including the 
OSI funded ReSET project on Central Asia, and the Research and Education Forum on International 
Relations (“Bogaturov’s School”). alexfom@hotbox.ru 

 
Sergei Kruk holds a doctoral degree in Information and Communication Sciences from the Université Paris 
II – Panthéon-Assas. He teaches discourse analysis and semiotics at Riga Stradiņš University. Currently he is 
researching the cultural policy of the Soviet Union. He has published articles on visual semiotics and a 
monograph analysing the state policy of culture and semiotic concepts of music as influenced by Soviet 
scholars and Communist ideology. sergei.kruk@gmail.com  

 
Simo Mikkonen, PhD is an adjunct professor at the University of Jyväskylä, Finland. His primary 
research interests include the history of the late Soviet Union, the Cold War and the international 
relations. Currently he is examining Soviet reactions to western cultural influencing during the Cold War. 
He has previously published a monograph, State Composers and the Red Courtiers. Music, Ideology and Politics 
in the Soviet 1930s (New York: Mellen Press, 2009) as well as numerous articles about the cultural Cold 
War and cultural policies in the Soviet Union, and more recently about U.S.-Soviet relations. He has 
participated in numerous conferences and was a visiting Fulbright scholar at Stanford University in 2008, 
exploiting there primarily the extensive RL/RFE corporate archives. simo.mikkonen@jyu.fi 

 
Simona Mihaela Dumitriu is a Teaching Assistant in the Photo-Video Department of the National 
University of Arts in Bucharest; She is also a PhD candidate at the same institution, and a Fellow at New 
Europe College in Bucharest. Her research interests include the Archive as instrument and concept in visual 
culture, Romanian alternative art after the 1960’s, monuments and memory in post-1989 Romania, and 
image data bases and archives. Dumitriu’s most recent project involves research on the urban and 
industrial landscapes of post-1989 Romania and the production and management of a digital image and 
text archive in this area (2007-2010). She worked previously as a guest artist and workshop leader for 
pRo_Archive, a project aimed at promoting young well-established Romanian artists, curators and 
theoreticians, and on an NEC project focusing on researching and publishing the history of Romanian art 
after 1945 (2009-2010). simona_dumitriu@yahoo.fr sdumitriu@nec.ro 

 
Aviezer Tucker’s main research interests are in political theory, the Philosophy of History, and Post-
Communist Comparative Politics. He held research positions at the Australian National University, New 
York University, Columbia University and the Central European University. He edited the recently published 
Blackwell Companion to the Philosophy of History and Historiography (2009) and authored Our Knowledge of the 
Past: A Philosophy of Historiography (Cambridge University Press 2004) and The Philosophy and Politics of 
Czech Dissidence from Patočka to Havel (Pittsburgh University Press 2000) that won honorable mention in 
the category of first book in Political Theory from the American Political Science Association. He is now 
working on a book entitled The Legacies of Totalitarianism.

 
 avitucker@yahoo.com 

Roxana Georgiana Radu is currently enrolled in a 2-year MA program in Political Science at the Central 
European University, Budapest. She received her BA degree from the University of Bucharest and was an 
exchange student with the University of Bologna, Italy from 2006-2007. Her international experience 
includes programs and training in 12 European countries. Her research interests comprise Central and 
Eastern European politics, and education quality and e-government implementation in the Balkans. Her 
current research focuses on transitional justice mechanisms in Central and Eastern Europe and their 
efficiency in settling accounts with the communist past. roxanageorgy@gmail.com 

 
Veronika Tuckerová is a PhD. Candidate in German and Comparative Literature at Columbia University 
in New York.  She is writing her thesis on the reception of Franz Kafka in Czechoslovakia and East and 
West Germany. She was born in Prague and holds an MA degree in Adult Education from Charles 
University, an M. Phil. in Comparative Literature from the Graduate Center of the City University of New York 
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and an M. Phil. in German from Columbia University. She has taught at Queens College and Columbia 
University, this year she is teaching at NYU Prague. Among her academic interests are Modernism, Cold 
War literature and culture, translation and bilingualism, and exilic writing. vtuckerova@yahoo.com  

 
Timothy William Waters is Associate Professor of Law at Indiana University Maurer School of Law – 
Bloomington. JD Harvard; MIA Columbia; BA UCLA. He has visited at Boston University, University of 
Mississippi, Bard College, and Central European University, and held visiting fellowships at Harvard Law 
School. He has previously worked at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, Open 
Society Institute, Human Rights Watch, and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. His 
research focuses on secession and the legal aspects of regulating ethnic conflict, including international 
criminal law, and his most recent article is The Blessing of Departure: Acceptable and Unacceptable State 
Support for Demographic Transformation – Exchanging Populated Territories in Cisjordan, 2 LAW & ETHICS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS 211 (2008). He regularly contributes commentary to major print and online media, and 
recently wrote an editorial on the trial of Radovan Karadžić for Foreign Policy. tiwaters@indiana.edu  

 
Hanna Vasilevich is a graduate of the International Relations Faculty of the Belarusian State University 
and holds an MA in International Relations and Diplomacy from the Anglo-American University in Prague. 
She is currently a PhD student in the IRES Department of the Metropolitan University in Prague. 
Vasilevich is working on the thesis “Belarus, Belarusians, and the Quest of National Identity” which is 
devoted to the analysis of the development of the national identity of Belarusians in the context of the CEE 
region from 1991 when Belarus became an independent state until the present. Her general research 
focuses on nationalism and national identity issues in CEE countries with a particular focus on Belarus, 
Ukraine and Lithuania. She is also the Head of the Academic Activities Department of the Central 
European Journal of International and Security Studies (CEJISS), an academic journal designed to be a 
bridge between Central European international relations and security perspectives with other regions. 
Additionally, she is an assistant editor of the Belarusian Review, a quarterly devoted to Belarusian 
problematics. sloniejka@gmail.com  

 
Mišo Dokmanović earned his bachelor degree in International Law from the Faculty of Law in Skopje. He 
holds an LLM degree from the same faculty and an MA degree in Contemporary Diplomacy from the 
University of Malta. He completed the writing of his PhD thesis “State and Legal Development of 
Macedonia in the Yugoslav Federation in the period from 1946-1953” in July 2009. Since 2005, Mišo has 
been working as a Teaching Assistant in the Faculty of Law in Skopje. He has worked for several foreign 
institutions including Diplo Foundation, Switzerland, Bearing Point LL.C., the SEE Security Forum and 
WUS, Austria. Mišo has participated in seminars, conferences and longer study visits in over 30 countries. 
He was a Summer Research Associate at the Centre for Russia and Eastern Europe, University of Illinois. In 
January 2008 he attended the Holocaust Studies Program at Yad Vashem Centre in Jerusalem. Mišo is a 
member of the British Association of International Studies and the British 21st Century Trust. He is also 
the President of the Institute for Strategic Research and Education (ISIE) and Vice President of the 
Macedonian Alumni Club of The Fund for American Studies. midok@lawyer.com 

 
Paulina Bren is Adjunct Assistant Professor of History at Vassar College (New York) and a 2009-2010 
Senior Fellow at the Collegium Budapest Institute for Advanced Study. She has written many articles on the 
postwar period in Czechoslovakia and the Eastern Bloc. Her book, The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture 
of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring, will be published by Cornell University Press in January of 
2010. She is now working on a co-edited volume entitled Consuming Communism: Consumption in Postwar 
Eastern Europe. Her other two current research projects focus on the anomalous Slušovice Agricultural 
Cooperative and on a new history of the notorious Field family.  

 
Ioana Macrea-Toma holds a PhD in Comparative Literature form the University Babes-Bolyai and 
Universite d'Artois, France, and an MA in History at CEU. As a postdoctoral fellow at the Open Society 
Archives (2008-2009) and at New Europe College, Bucharest (2009-2010), she is currently working on a 
project on Radio Free Europe, with broader interests in Cold War Cultural history, the sociology of 
intellectuals and the history of ideas. ioanamacreatoma@yahoo.fr  

 
Catherine Samary, Doctor in Economics, professor at the Université Paris-Dauphine; associated with the 
Institut d'Etudes Européennes (Université Paris 8). Main field of research: systemic changes and globalization 
and the Yugoslav and East-European transformations before and after 1989. Recent publications: 
"Yougoslavie: de la decomposition aux enjeux européens", Ed. du Cygne, 2008 ; and  co-direction of the 
Atlas 2009 edited by Le Monde Diplomatique. 
Catherine.SAMARY@dauphine.fr, http://csamary.free.fr 
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Gabriel Andreescu is an Associate Prof. Dr. at the Faculty of Political Sciences/SNSPA, Bucharest. Since 
2003 he is a Member of the Scientific Council of the National Institute for the Memory of Romanian Exile and 
from 2005-present is Editor of “Noua Revistă de Drepturile Omului”. He is member of the Advisory Council, 
the Writer's Union and founder of numerous Romanian associations and foundations. Andreescu’s civic-
political activity during the communist regime include: hunger strike as a protest against the continuing 
violation of human rights in Romania (1989 – June): protest letters published in the Western mass-media 
(1988-1989): arrested for anticommunist activity (December 1987-January 1988).His publications include 21 
books, and approximately 80 studies and 1.000 articles; Among 13 awards are the following: the Roma 
National Agency Award (2007); Award of the National Council for Combating Discrimination; National Order 
"Steaua României" (2000), Cavalier (from the Romanian President); Pro Amicitia (second time, from the 
Hungarian Journalists Association of Romania (1998); Pro Minoritate (from the Government of Hungary) 
(1995); and Human Rights Monitor (from Human Rights Watch (1990). editor.csi@gmail.com       

 
Natalia Yakubova, graduated from the Russian Academy of Theatre Art, in the Sciences (Theatre Studies). 
Since 1994 she has worked as a Research Fellow at the Department of Central European Art, State Institute 
of Art Studies, Moscow. yakubovanatalia@hotmail.com 

 
Camelia Craciun studied Literature and History in Brasov, Bucharest and Budapest. She previously 
worked as a Teaching Assistant at the University of Brasov and as a  Cultural Journalist for various 
publications in Romania. She is currently finishing her Ph.D. thesis on Jewish Romanian intellectual 
history in the interwar period and for the 2006/2007 academic year she was a Chevening Scholar at the 
Oriental Institute, University of Oxford. She is also a contributor to the YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern 
Europe (ed. Jeffrey Edelstein and Gershon David Hundert, editors, Yivo Institute for Jewish Research and 
McGill University, Yale University Press, 2009).  She was junior fellow in several international projects at 
the Collegium Budapest, New Europe College, Bucharest and CAS, Sofia, and published extensively on 
Romanian intellectuals in the XXth century. Since 2008, she has been teaching Eastern European Jewish 
Culture at the Faculty of Letters and Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of 
Bucharest. She is also a board member of the Goldstein Goren Center for Jewish Studies, University of 
Bucharest and works for the National Institute for Research on the Romanian Holocaust Elie Wiesel, 
Bucharest. Her latest publication is “Monica Lovinescu at Radio Free Europe” in a volume on East-
European Literary Exiles in the Twentieth Century (Gruyter Publishing House, 2009). 
camicr@yahoo.com  

 
Tamás Kende, Historian, graduated in 1989 from ELTE University, Budapest (History and Russian 
Philology). In 1991 he was a Junior Research Fellow at the East- and Central-European research Center 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences (Social history of Eastern Europe 19th-20th Centuries). In 2000, he 
worked as Assistant Professor at Miskolc University, in 2006 as a Junior Fellow at the Institute of Political 
History in Budapest and has continued as a Historian-Museologist at the Ferenczy Museum (Szentendre). 
His publications are mostly on the social and cultural history of East- and Central Europe, cultural 
histories of the Communist movements, historiographies of and on the Communist parties, and the 
mechanism of prejudices (including a monograph titled The Blood Libel. The Mechanism of a Prejudice in 
East- and Central Europe, published in 1995.) kendester@gmail.com  

Anna Eremeeva (Russia, Krasnodar), professor of History and Museum Studies in the Department of the 
University of Culture and Arts (Krasnodar, Russia). She received her doctoral degree in History at the 
Institute of Russian History, Russian Academy of Sciences. She has written three books: Under the Roar of 
Civil Storms...; Artistic Life in Southern Russia 1917-1920;  Pod rokot grazhdanskikh bur', and 
Khudozhestvennaia zhizn' Iuga Rossii v 1917-1920 gody , and has written several dozens articles on various 
subjects. Her present research interests are connected to alternative culture in late socialism. She was a 
group leader  of with the project "Alternative Culture as a Space for Communication under Socialism" 
(Course Development Competition, CEU, Budapest). eranna2000@mail.ru 

 
 

Asim Jusic is an SJD candidate in Comparative Constitutional Law at Central European University, 
Budapest. He received his LLB degree from the University of Sarajevo, an MA in American Studies at the 
University of Heidelberg, and an LLM degree in Comparative Constitutional Law from Central European 
University, Budapest. He is currently a Research Fellow at the Institute for Human Sciences, Vienna and at 
CEU’s Centre for EU Enlargement (CENS) working on the process of Balkan countries’ EU accession. 
Previously, he worked in a private legal practice and was a consultant for the World Bank and America’s 
Development Foundation, and a project coordinator at the World University Service Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. His research interests include Comparative and International Law, Law and Cconomics, Law 
and Religion and Legal Theory. jusic_asim@ceu-budapest.edu 
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Irina Papkova (Budapest, Hungary) completed her Ph.D. in Comparative Politics from Georgetown 
University in 2006. She has taught at Georgetown, George Washington University, and the Russian State 
Pedagogical University of A. I. Gerzen. Currently, she is Assistant Professor at the International Relations 
and European Studies Department, Central European University. Her research interests include Religion and 
Politics, Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict, and the political implications of historical memory. Papkova’s 
publications include “The Russian Orthodox Church and Political Party Platforms” in the Journal of 
Church & State and “Notes on Recent Scholarship on Orthodoxy and Politics in Russia” in the current 
issue of Kritika: Explorations in Russian History and Culture. She is currently completing the manuscript 
on Russian Orthodoxy and Post-Soviet Federal Politics, a book exploring the relationship of Religion and 
Politics in Post-Soviet Russia. Prior to CEU, Papkova held the position of Title VIII Research Scholar at 
the Kennan Institute, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. From March to August 2008 she held 
a Junior Robert Bosch Fellowship at the Institute for Human Sciences in Vienna, where she worked on a 
study of grass-roots fundamentalism in the Orthodox countries of Eastern Europe. papkovi@ceu.hu  

 
Olga Zaslavskaya is a Senior Archivist at CEU OSA since 1996. She curated/organized several projects 
including exhibitions (Sex and Communism, Atom) and various conferences (The Revolution 1956; From 
Samizdat to Blogging; Alternative Culture(s) and Urban Space). She has made significant contributions 
towards the establishment of the International Samizdat [Research] Association Network and is involved 
in strengthening the promotion of alternative culture at the OSA. She has been a visiting lecturer at 
European Humanities University (2008) and a McArthur Fellow at the International Humanities Institute 
(Vienna, 2009).  She is a Co-founder and Director of the research center (IACC/NAKKA, Hungary) and 
currently a Co-director of HESP-ReSET “Alternative Culture beyond Borders” (2007-2010). Since 2006 
she has been directing the Samizdat Text Corpora Project and the Cold War Broadcasting Research 
Group (since 2009). Her recent publication in Poetics Today mainly deals with the difficulties of cultural 
and documentary heritage and problems related to its dispersion. Her current research interests include 
the Anthropology of Archives and Topographies of Cultural Heritage in Post-Soviet Spaces. zaslavsk@ceu.hu 
 
Muriel Blaive is a French Historian, currently Co-coordinating “Communism Research” at the Ludwig 
Boltzmann Institute for European History and Public Spheres in Vienna. She is a founding member of the 
editorial board of Dějiny-Teorie-Kritika, Prague. She has published extensively on the subject of the Czech 
Republic under Communism and during the transition period in French, English, Czech and German. 
Recent grants awared to Blaive include the European Research Council (2009), the Zentrum für Zeithistorische 
Forschung (2008) and the Institut für die Wissenschaften vom Menschen (2004). mblaive@gmail.com 

 
Zbigniew Marcin Kowalewski worked previously as a Researcher at the Polish Academy of Sciences. He is 
currently the Assistant Editor in Chief of the Polish edition of Le Monde Diplomatique, while doing 
independent research on the history, theories and strategies of Latour, and on national liberation and 
revolutionary movements. In 1980-81 he was the regional leader of the trade union, Solidarność, and the 
national leader of the Workers’ Self-management Movement. In 1982-1983, while exiled in France, he 
worked closely with a French movement working to support Solidarność. He has lectured and written 
extensively on his experiences. He has authored ‘Rendez-nous nos usines! Solidarnosc dans le combat pour 
l’autogestion ouvrière’ (La Brèche, Paris, 1985), which was the subject of an interview with International 
Labor and Working-Class History (Ch. Phelps, “Solidarnosc in Lodz: An Interview with Zbigniew Marcin 
Kowalewski,” No. 73, Spring 2008). 
 
Katarzyna Bielińska is a PhD student at the Graduate School for Social Research at the Institute of 
Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences (Warsaw). Katarzyna obtained her diploma 
from the Political Science Department, with a specialization in Journalism (University of Silesia, 
Katowice). She is currently studying Philosophy at Warsaw University and working on her PhD 
dissertation which is dedicated to so-called praxis-philosophy in the former Yugoslavia. She has been 
studying and completing her research in Zagreb and Belgrade. 
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